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NEW DELHI: Writers may have returned their awards protesting
"growing intolerance" in the country but some leading authors
also were concerned by religious extremism globally, visionless
development of cities, general decline in intellectual content of
ordinary life besides climate change and child labour.

Amit Chaudhuri, Tabish Khair, Ashwin Sanghi and Roswitha
Joshi share their views on the three issues that were of concern
to them as authors during 2015.

According to Chaudhuri, one of the issues was the "lack, even
as of today, of robust and active citizens' organisations that have
a thorough knowledge of, and clarity on, the legal and
constitutional frameworks for the freedom of expression, which
could begin countering the suppression of dissent and of our civil
liberties on the basis of this knowledge".

Considered his generation's best chronicler of acutely observed
life, Chaudhuri, who has authored six novels, the latest being
"Odysseus Abroad" released last year, was also worried about
visionless development of cities.

"The decimation of what's most architecturally important about
our modern cities, and the pursuit of 'development' without a
vision. The outcome and untenability of this pursuit, in Mumbai
and more recently in Chennai, are now very apparent," the
Kolkata­born author told PTI.

He was also concerned about a "system of education which
ultimately privileges a passage abroad, putting our children,
roughly from the age six to 17, in transit, so putting the onus of
crucial change and reform not on ourselves ­ since we're not
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(Top) Ashwin Sanghi, Amit Chaudhuri (Bottom Left) and (Bottom Right)
Roswitha Joshi.
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Sports
going to be here if we're successful ­ but solely on government".

One of the issues that were of primary concern in 2015 to Khair
was xenophobia.

The Denmark­based and Bihar­born author explores this subject
in his new book "The New Xenophobia" and to which he also
relates war, the treatment of refugees, religious extremism, and
many aspects of neoliberalism).

In "The New Xenophobia", Khair studies this fear of strangers in
a historical, philosophical, and socio­economic context and
examines the unexplored relationship of xenophobia with power
and capitalism and shows how changes in capitalism have
altered the image of the stranger.

During the year he was also worried about the "growing
economic disparity in the world, and a general decline in the
intellectual content of ordinary life, which is reflected in such
different matters as an increasingly inane media culture, attacks
on intellectuals, religious fundamentalism, lack of environmental
awareness, shallow literary circles and the 'market' trimming of
universities, especially in the humanities".

For Sanghi, author of best­selling novels "The Rozabal Line",
"Chanakya's Chant" and "The Krishna Key", the three big issues
in his mind were religious extremism globally, climate change
impact and food and water resources.

The three issues that moved most in Joshi's head as a writer
and from head to page were child labour, the role of the
electronic media and what constitutes rape. The German writer,
who is based in Delhi, is the author of books like "Life is
Peculiar", "On the Rocks and Other Stories", "Once More!",
"Fool's Paradise" and "Indian Dreams".

Read More

Jammu and Kashmir CM Mufti Mohammad Sayeed Passes Away

Mehbooba Mufti Likely to be First Woman CM of J­K

High Alert in Gurdaspur, Pathankot Districts

Standoff Between Police, FTII Students Amid Protest on Chauhan

Wild Tusker Attacks Thekampatti Elephant Rejuvenation Camp

Looking for a life partner? Register FREE on
BharatMatrimony.

CURRENT RESULTS FIXTURES

1ST T20I
NZ V  SL

New Zealand Beat Sri Lanka
By 3 Runs

SCORECARD

5TH ODI
AFG V  ZIM

Afghanistan Beat Zimbabwe
By 2 Wickets

SCORECARD

  

A Dream of Test Matches Played on Neutral
Venues with Sporting Pitches

The New JJ Act: Facilitating Criminalisation of
Juveniles

A Quaint Focus on Commercial Cinema

Tighten Security, Plug Loopholes, Be Prepared

Of Spirits, Horoscopes and Learning to Accept
Reality and Move On

8.2 Magnitude Earthquake 'Might' Hit Himalayas,
North India at Risk

Indian Hackers Attack Pakistan Websites in
Tribute to Slain Lt Niranjan

Bootleggers' Checkmate

Ranbir and Deepika Returned Rs 15 Crores to
'Tamasha' Producers?

National Anthem 'Sacrilege' for Kolkata Madrasa

Editor's Picks Most Read Most Emailed

You might also like

http://www.newindianexpress.com/sport/Barca-Not-Interested-in-NFL-Type-Scrap-says-Luis-Enrique/2016/01/07/article3215909.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/sport/Another-Twist-to-Robin-Saga-as-Dynamos-Claim-Scandinavian-and-Aussie-Interest/2016/01/07/article3215159.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/sport/Griffey-Elected-to-Hall-of-Fame-in-Landslide/2016/01/07/article3215905.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/Jammu-and-Kashmir-CM-Mufti-Mohammad-Sayeed-Passes-Away/2016/01/07/article3215926.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/Mehbooba-Mufti-Likely-to-be-First-Woman-CM-of-J-K/2016/01/07/article3215989.ece1
http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/High-Alert-in-Gurdaspur-Pathankot-Districts/2016/01/07/article3216061.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/Standoff-Between-Police-FTII-Students-Amid-Protest-on-Chauhan/2016/01/07/article3216023.ece1
http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil_nadu/Wild-Tusker-Attacks-Thekampatti-Elephant-Rejuvenation-Camp/2016/01/07/article3216030.ece
http://campaign.bharatmatrimony.com/track/clicktrack.php?trackid=00100336514562
http://axp.zedo.com/asw/ads4/c?a=2453973;x=2441;g=78;c=791000362,791000362;i=1;n=791;s=10;1=8;2=1;tg=1452158343;vr=2;m=2;w=7;os=9;ct=0;u=r2uSMyamQJCApUPa6UcVkw**~112515;z=0.6029471820143641;ainfo=;csv=1;dct=2067;dmf=;dvm=;dsr=;djs=;dhs=;q=;ctg=;pu=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.newindianexpress.com%2Flifestyle%2Fbooks%2FXenophobia-Climate-Child-Labour-Worried-Authors-in-2015%2F2015%2F12%2F29%2Farticle3201657.ece;k=http://campaign.bharatmatrimony.com/cbstrack/clicktrack.php?trackid=0010006251946
http://www.newindianexpress.com/columns/A-Dream-of-Test-Matches-Played-on-Neutral-Venues-with-Sporting-Pitches/2016/01/07/article3214873.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/columns/The-New-JJ-Act-Facilitating-Criminalisation-of-Juveniles/2016/01/07/article3214869.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/editorials/A-Quaint-Focus-on-Commercial-Cinema/2016/01/07/article3214862.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/editorials/Tighten-Security-Plug-Loopholes-Be-Prepared/2016/01/07/article3214860.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/columns/Of-Spirits-Horoscopes-and-Learning-to-Accept-Reality-and-Move-On/2016/01/06/article3213392.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/8.2-Magnitude-Earthquake-Might-Hit-Himalayas-North-India-at-Risk/2016/01/06/article3214452.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/Indian-Hackers-Attack-Pakistan-Websites-in-Tribute-to-Slain-Lt-Niranjan/2016/01/06/article3214637.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/magazine/Bootleggers-Checkmate/2015/04/18/article2767489.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/entertainment/hindi/Ranbir-and-Deepika-Returned-Rs-15-Crores-to-Tamasha-Producers/2016/01/06/article3214460.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/thesundaystandard/National-Anthem-Sacrilege-for-Kolkata-Madrasa/2016/01/03/article3208487.ece
http://lax1.ib.adnxs.com/click?4lvJ55cfsT_IEDLbDweqPwAAAAAAAPA_yBAy2w8Hqj_iW8nnlx-xPzA5RcfLCr5KlXVB2u_G712CLY5WAAAAAFXMVwCzDAAAXwAAAAIAAADz4RoBPNUMAAAAAQBVU0QAVVNEANgCWgBJGAAAEQcBAQUAAQAAAAAAWyPsewAAAAA./cnd=%21_Qa4Qgi7_6sFEPPD6wgYvKozIAA./referrer=www.newindianexpress.com/clickenc=http%3A%2F%2Fnetwork.adsmarket.com%2Fclick%2Fi2FvnGfKfpmJYWzEXsp6w4pnbJlfoICXt2JvmV6eqZWLZHKYY8p7lY9mbJVh%3Fdp%3DAPX_CP11206587_S3251_C18538995_P%26dp2%3Dlax1CJXrhdL93fH3XRACGLDylLq82YLfSiILMS4zOS40Ny4xMTQoATCC27i0BQ..%26dp3%3DUwww.newindianexpress.com


07/01/2016 Xenophobia, Climate, Child Labour Worried Authors in 2015 - The New Indian Express

http://www.newindianexpress.com/lifestyle/books/Xenophobia-Climate-Child-Labour-Worried-Authors-in-2015/2015/12/29/article3201657.ece 3/3

Aamir 'Definitely Not' on Incredible
India Campaign
2 comments • 10 hours ago

S. Raguraman — It is not the Govt. of
India which has terminated Aamir's
contract. He violated the contract by …

Sanjay to be Free Early, Good
Behaviour Cuts Sentence by 7 Months
1 comment • 9 hours ago

Ramani Krishnamurthy — They say
Maharashtra govt is serves only poor
people, but it is bent upon protecting …

VW Told Not to Sell Cars with 'Cheat
Device'
1 comment • 10 hours ago

Ramani Krishnamurthy — In spite of the
condemnation by the whole world, if VW
continue to install the cheat device, …

Perarivalan's Mother Hopes to be With
Son by Pongal
1 comment • 9 hours ago

finnella — rajiv killers deserve no mercy,
some politicians are shedding crocodile
tears on rajiv killers and projecting …

ALSO ON THE NEW INDIAN EXPRESS

0 Comments The New Indian Express  Login1

 Share⤤ Sort by Newest

Start the discussion…

Be the first to comment.

WHAT'S THIS?

Subscribe✉ Add Disqus to your site Add Disqus Addd Privacy�

 Recommend

comments powered by Disqus
Disclaimer: We respect your thoughts and views! But we need to be judicious while moderating your comments.
All the comments will be moderated by the NIE editorial. Abstain from posting comments that are obscene,
defamatory or inflammatory, and do not indulge in personal attacks. Try to avoid outside hyperlinks inside the
comment. Help us delete comments that do not follow these guidelines.

8.2 Magnitude Earthquake 'Might' Hit Himalayas,
North India at Risk

'Great earthquake' likely to rock India, warns
expert

Sex with young girls a luxury of rich: Kerala HC

List of Ministers in Narendra Modi's Government

Fake Whatsapp Message Announcing Cash
Reward for Students Leaves Corporation Officials
Perplexed

Best of States
HC: Students Can't be Forced to Pay for

Capital Construction

TEW to Expose Candidates With

Criminal Background

Karnataka's Proposals on New Highways

Gathering Dust

CPM Does the Spadework for Kerala

Assembly Polls

Drama Over Dalit's Final Rites End as

Cops Turn Pallbearers

Rs 815 Crore Central Aid for Odisha

drought
50%
off

UNIQUE! Golden and …
$199.99 $99.00

50%
off

HotelSpa® Designer …
$59.99 $29.87

Cleartrip Cashback Offers

Book in Advance And Get Upto
Rs 700 Off on Domestic Flights.
Hurry!

www.cleartrip.com/Flight-Offers

http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.newindianexpress.com%2Fnation%2FAamir-Definitely-Not-on-Incredible-India-Campaign%2F2016%2F01%2F07%2Farticle3215533.ece%3AlFtjxN6JS6ncQjnWgogAbF_F7XI&imp=1vj1o0n6cf4ah&prev_imp=1vivsjv2qrktfb&forum_id=2515296&forum=newindianexpress&thread_id=4442793271&thread=4468277589&zone=thread&area=bottom&object_type=thread&object_id=4468277589
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.newindianexpress.com%2Fnation%2FSanjay-to-be-Free-Early-Good-Behaviour-Cuts-Sentence-by-7-Months%2F2016%2F01%2F07%2Farticle3215518.ece%3AldBbzeTF2OIvu20p2qYnC3a6nVs&imp=1vj1o0n6cf4ah&prev_imp=1vivsjv2qrktfb&forum_id=2515296&forum=newindianexpress&thread_id=4442793271&thread=4468393111&zone=thread&area=bottom&object_type=thread&object_id=4468393111
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.newindianexpress.com%2Fbusiness%2Fnews%2FVW-Told-Not-to-Sell-Cars-with-Cheat-Device%2F2016%2F01%2F07%2Farticle3214946.ece%3AQSCYyKmFEW1sg31QNIN1iN828H4&imp=1vj1o0n6cf4ah&prev_imp=1vivsjv2qrktfb&forum_id=2515296&forum=newindianexpress&thread_id=4442793271&thread=4468207454&zone=thread&area=bottom&object_type=thread&object_id=4468207454
http://disq.us/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.newindianexpress.com%2Fcities%2Fchennai%2FPerarivalans-Mother-Hopes-to-be-With-Son-by-Pongal%2F2016%2F01%2F07%2Farticle3215728.ece%3Ax7XXBAbh7967Vk3FWFCO9oA-huY&imp=1vj1o0n6cf4ah&prev_imp=1vivsjv2qrktfb&forum_id=2515296&forum=newindianexpress&thread_id=4442793271&thread=4468364190&zone=thread&area=bottom&object_type=thread&object_id=4468364190
https://disqus.com/home/forums/newindianexpress/
https://disqus.com/home/inbox/
https://disqus.com/
https://publishers.disqus.com/engage?utm_source=newindianexpress&utm_medium=Disqus-Footer
https://help.disqus.com/customer/portal/articles/1657951?utm_source=disqus&utm_medium=embed-footer&utm_content=privacy-btn
http://disqus.com/
http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/8.2-Magnitude-Earthquake-Might-Hit-Himalayas-North-India-at-Risk/2016/01/06/article3214452.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/andhra_pradesh/Great-earthquake-likely-to-rock-India-warns-expert/2013/05/02/article1570918.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/kerala/Sex-with-young-girls-a-luxury-of-rich-Kerala-HC/2011/08/01/article303638.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/List-of-Ministers-in-Narendra-Modis-Government/2014/05/27/article2248262.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil_nadu/Fake-Whatsapp-Message-Announcing-Cash-Reward-for-Students-Leaves-Corporation-Officials-Perplexed/2015/05/31/article2842557.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/andhra_pradesh/Hyderabad-HC-Students-Cant-be-Forced-to-Pay-for-Capital-Construction/2016/01/07/article3215146.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/telangana/TEW-to-Expose-Candidates-With-Criminal-Background/2016/01/07/article3215205.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/karnataka/Karnatakas-Proposals-on-New-Highways-Gathering-Dust/2016/01/07/article3215627.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/kerala/CPM-Does-the-Spadework-for-Kerala-Assembly-Polls/2016/01/07/article3215196.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil_nadu/Three-day-Drama-Over-Dalits-Final-Rites-End-as-Cops-Turn-Pallbearers/2016/01/07/article3215668.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/Rs-815-Crore-Central-Aid-for-Odisha-drought/2016/01/07/article3215484.ece
http://aax-us-pdx.amazon-adsystem.com/x/c/QZw_6zUD7yubu1lBwWRGVSoAAAFSG2HOoQYAAAdtjBzB2A/http://www.amazon.com/dp/B008XMY6F2/ref=dra_a_cs_mr_hn_xx_P1901_1000?tag=dradisplay-20&ascsubtag=0c971b42e7b4e58704bcb53d7a9d685b_S
http://aax-us-pdx.amazon-adsystem.com/x/c/QZw_6zUD7yubu1lBwWRGVSoAAAFSG2HOoQYAAAdtjBzB2A/http://www.amazon.com/dp/B008XMY6F2/ref=dra_a_cs_mr_hn_xx_P1901_1000?tag=dradisplay-20&ascsubtag=0c971b42e7b4e58704bcb53d7a9d685b_S
http://aax-us-pdx.amazon-adsystem.com/x/c/QZw_6zUD7yubu1lBwWRGVSoAAAFSG2HOoQYAAAdtjBzB2A/http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00JWR9SFU/ref=dra_a_cs_mr_hn_xx_P1901_1000?tag=dradisplay-20&ascsubtag=0c971b42e7b4e58704bcb53d7a9d685b_S
http://www.amazon.com/gp/dra/info/ref=dra_a_cs_mr_hn_xx_P1901_1000?pn=1&pg=dra&pp=cs%2Cv%2CB008XMY6F2%3AB00JWR9SFU%3AB018IXJYM0%2CATVPDKIKX0DER%2CB008XMY6F2%2CRHrDvVbFGjpik_-kEWsWFobhn48&adv=ATVPDKIKX0DER&uh_it=0c971b42e7b4e58704bcb53d7a9d685b_S
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CBpeVhC2OVpXiM9iMvgTd9LzIB_HS5dYH-Y-1qvUB2YPrldYBEAEg5tTzGWDl0uaDvA6gAbOWgv0DyAEJqQLU3OdOGA1QPqgDAcgDCKoE9wFP0BD0Z2Zm3ayw7buQ85zZ_aERxiKB9-43r9QVLvQ5RvsH_24R_QDr_fwXLVxruWs3mAZfomeJrGG7qaMUeeEOn8Q80SYPC3Ub5oGSnOa6a-1SbHo1Wscvb-7vpXpEdkPHyWCZlT3kO6u0fs5aK3JmphLGRRG3Ya3MiZv07d9w4-O6vC9a9m9ejXxUNGTCwUYDrFPI2WkRBpKsRlyst7wfDUsZ1CWQvf8CTHcBKhG6jXcW-DiGhEaYKSRJvC-5IC37e9VWCr2hzjv8R4iU8l05hiUYohc6qj_6rReucISTdaeWrfEAMi2EPablBVyO5oIQjxyhtsvliAYBoAYugAe16f0CqAemvhvYBwDYEwg&num=1&cid=5GisgzKL0J4prP3NfJntxOyP&sig=AOD64_1C7zr1ZliytheZTuazAgd_TIIAEQ&client=ca-pub-2914803815521162&adurl=http://www.cleartrip.com/offers/india/dom-advance700%3Futm_source%3DGoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc_adwords_display%26utm_campaign%3DDom-CT-Remarketing%2520Content

